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Skip calls it a Ministry of Presence.
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He’s our Chaplain, present in the Gipson Center
lobby on two Thursdays a month. “I come in to
talk to people, get their stories. People talk to
you, not to be judged or condemned. If they
want to talk about faith, we can do that.”  When
Skip talks about what he’s been up to since
retiring in 2015, he thinks about “…what God has
me doing this season of life.” 

There was a time before he was Skip the
Chaplain, or grandfather to seven, or a Brier
City Councilman, or City of Everett leader, or
Cost Estimator at Boeing, or bank manager, or
father to three. Before his fate became
intertwined with the Center named after his
late father. Back in 1949, when Carl and Jodie’s
first son was born, he was Carlton “Skip”
Gipson, who grew up in the Everett house on
the corner of 19th and Hoyt.

That kid loved being outdoors, and he’d run
around a four-block area with the Herring boys,
the Adams, and the Harold boys. They’d play 
“… football, cops and robbers, cowboys &
indians, hide and go seek, kick the can. In the
summer we’d make hydroplanes out of wood,
and race them, dragging them behind our
bikes.”

Sunday was church at Second Baptist, and
Jodie would make dinner: fried chicken,
mashed potatoes with gravy, and homemade
rolls or cornbread – which he liked – and
steamed okra and lima beans – which he
hated. His Dad Carl was always working, and
Jodie ran the household of three boys. She was
a “… strong woman. Strong faith. Strong
personality. Loved her faith. Very protective.”

Skip endured Washington Elementary and
North Junior High, never thinking of himself as a
good student. “My parents didn’t have an
education themselves, so they couldn’t help me
with my education.” Reserved by nature, Skip
hated speaking in front of the class. As a
teenager he delivered papers on his bike for
The Herald, and filled in at his Dad’s Exxon
station at Hewitt and Rucker. He enjoyed
Everett High, and remembers one night with a
sly grin: he and his friends drove out to rival
Cascade High School to “paint the bear,”
splashing gold all over the famous Bear statue
in front of campus. 

When Skip was attending college at Western,
he went to a friend’s house party. Sheila walked  
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through the door. “Long, beautiful blond hair.
Petite bearing. Nice smile, blue eyes. Something
about her drew my attention to her.” She walked
to the kitchen, and Skip followed her. The two
would marry in 1975 at Fautleroy Community
Church, and later raise Carl, Karissa and Tyrone. 

In 1983 Skip had an opportunity: to leave the
desk-bound tedium of cost estimating for
Boeing and join Everett Mayor Bill Moore’s staff
as an Administrative Assistant, in charge of
special projects. Two years later, he was tapped
to run Everett Transit. Then in 1993 he became
Executive Director for the City, which included
overseeing facilities, including one building
called the Everett Senior Center. 

“This building has been part of my responsibility
for quite a few years,” Skip says, and he takes
his responsibilities seriously. His City teams kept
the building running for more than two decades,
and Skip remembers the day in 2010 when he
attended the renaming of the Center to the
“Carl Gipson Senior Center” to honor his father. 

In 2020, mid-pandemic, when the Center’s future
was uncertain, it was Skip who encouraged
VOA’s leadership to take over management of
the Center. “I could see, a few months into it,
how isolation was creating problems with all
segments of society, but particularly the seniors.
When you’re isolated, depression and other drug
or alcohol issues come into play.” Skip asked
VOA leaders a simple question: “If not VOA, then
who?”

Thinking back over the past three years, Skip
smiles. “I’ve talked to so many members, about
how glad they are that this place is open. I know
they’re happy to be here, and there’s always a
place they can come.”

If you join us on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of
each month, you can ask Skip to tell you stories
about growing up in Everett, about his Dad, or
about his work in Uganda: supporting a church,
a school, and several small businesses;
sponsoring children; and building community.
You can ask him about the 30+ years he’s spent
taking ownership over our Center, our seniors,
and our community. 

You can try to ask him for his stories. Most likely,
you’ll end up telling him yours.
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NEW FOR
EVERYONE!

GIPSON IMPACT

February 2025 Speakers

2/3: Brock Howell | Everett District Station Alliance
2/10: Susanna Johnson | 
Sheriff, Snohomish County
2/17: Jason Cummings | 
Prosecutor, Snohomish County
2/24: Paula Rhyne | Everett City Council
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NEW FOR
MEMBERS
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RESOURCES
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JANUARY
HIGHLIGHTS

MLK Jr
Rally

January 20th

January trips

Enjoying Irish fare at
Shawn Odonnell’s Pub

Exploring MOHAI in Seattle
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GIVING BACK

Clothing donations now also offered to seniors.

We Love our
Volunteers!

If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer, please contact our

Operations Manager Gul to find out
more.

Gul Subaykan
gsubaykan@voaww.org  

 (425) 818-2744

The Carl Gipson Center is seeking a lightly used commercial or professional-style espresso
machine to support our Goal Students at Carl’s Cafe during our Sip & Sweet Tuesdays. We’re
looking for a machine capable of pulling espresso shots and steaming milk, helping our
students hone valuable skills in a real-world setting.

If you have an espresso machine that fits this description and would like to make a meaningful
contribution, please consider donating it to our cause! Pictured below are some examples of
machines that would be ideal. If you have any questions, please contact our Membership and
Hospitality Specialist, Lucia Gallo, at 425-818-2784.

Help Us Enhance Our
Sip & Sweet Tuesdays!

Thank you for supporting our
students and our community!
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Cory Armstrong-Hoss

See you at the Center,

Don’t look down.

It’s become a habit, when I show someone around the Gipson Center and we
stop at Cascade View’s east-facing windows on a clear day. I joke by saying,
“Don’t look down”. This morning the Cascades were extraordinary from those
windows: a panorama of peaks rising out of a bed of winter fog, the brilliant
winter sun shining on snow-capped summits.

I say “Don’t look down” because our neighbor to the east painted its North,
West and East-facing sides a couple years ago a modern, stately gray. The
owner chose not to paint its peeling, yellowing backside, which faces our
Center. This side often has trash and rat dens populating the short, dirt slope
down to the motel. If you lower your gaze from the Cascades, you descend
quickly from nature’s sublime beauty to a 10-foot-wide strip of urban neglect.

That’s a choice I make most mornings when I walk around the Center and look
out those windows. To not look down.

It’s hard to always make that choice, but here’s where the right people make
all the difference. People who want the best for you. People who celebrate
your successes. People who check in on you after a surgery or friend’s death.

Most of us are on social media, and there, too, we can choose to look up. In
case it’s helpful, here are a few of my favorites: Upworthy, globalpostivenews,
and goodnews_movement.. These remind us that there are helpers
everywhere, and most of us, if presented with a cold and hungry neighbor,
would reach for a blanket, start the coffee pot, and cook up some pancakes.

As we get further into 2025, I’ll try not to look down too much. I’ll keep my eyes
up: to vistas, work, and people who elevate my spirit and call forth the best of
me. Maybe I’ll even make some time to clean up the back slope of our motel
neighbor.
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3025 Lombard Ave| Everett, WA 98201
(425) 818-2784 | www.voaww.org/gipson-center
M-Th: 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM | Sat: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

The Carl Gipson Center is sustained through funding from the City of Everett, Snohomish
County Department of Human Services, foundations, corporations and individual donors


